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to heart muscle tissue.

“The idea is that you take stem
cells from the thigh muscles of
people who've had a heart attack,”
he explains. “By means of an 18-step
process, you grow strips of muscle
that go over the scar tissue of the
heart and become heart muscle tis-
sue. They actually look like tendons
on close examination. This strength-
ens the heart...and does it without
drugs. That’s the key, because drug
regimes can only sometimes increase
the strength of the heart, whereas
this method markedly, usually quite
dramatically, strengthens the heart.
The drugs simply can't convert scar
tissue to living muscle. And scar
tissue doesn’t pump blood. There’s
simply no comparison at all.”

After a dozen years, World-
Med—started with just two em-
ployees—had grown to about 500
employees. At that time, 1998, it
was merged with another then-small
company called Arterial Vascular
Engineering, Inc. (AVE) of Santa
Rosa. The new company grew to
more than 2,000 employees before
it was acquired by Medtronic in
early 1999—for $4.3 billion. (That
acquisition first brought Leonhardt
to Sonoma County. He fell in love with the place almost instanta-
neously, buying a place out near Lake Sonoma a year later.)

Following that sale, Leonhardt founded, in Florida, Bioheart,
Inc. (you'll see it sometimes as BioHeart—the connection with
“lion-heart”), which has since become the primary player in apply-
ing muscle stem cells to treat advanced heart disease and failure.
Bioheart works closely with the top cardiac centers, from the Mayo
Clinic and Cleveland Clinic to Duke University and Columbia
University. “The company investigates stem cell therapies and
produces a full range of products for treating heart failure,” says
Leonhardt. “We raised more than $100 million from investors,
and a third of that more in grants in a very short time.” Leonhardt
resigned his position as CEO in August 2009, but remains on
board as chief science and technology officer and as chairman of
the scientific advisory board.

Above his myriad inventions and involvements, Leonhardt
may be best known in medical circles for having been the primary
inventor of the Taheri-Leonhardt (TALENT) stent graft. This
system, which controls nearly three-quarters of the international
market, is now extensively sold by Medtronic. The idea is, it allows
for the repair of thoracic aortic aneurysms without surgery. Truly
revolutionary—and how often do you get to say that without it
being hyperbolic?

So many ventures

Leonhardt’s entrepreneurial side seems exhaustingly, deliriously
delicious. He's the primary owner of Lucille’s Cafes of America
(American comfort food; www. lucillescafe.com), and owns half

of that company’s flagship restaurant in Weston, Florida. Artists
Café NYC (wwuw.artistscafenyc.com) is a moving book store, café,
stage, art gallery and independent film house where poets, authors,
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Leonhardt spoke to management students at UCLA this past March.

musicians and actors can showcase
their art. His Hayley Bear Fine
Wine Brokers (www. hayleybear.
com) specializes in boutique
Sonoma County wineries. Nicole
Leonhardt Fashions (www.
nicolehleonhardtfashions.com) uses
interest in fashion to teach entre-
preneurship and empowerment to
women globally.

Leonhardt is a partner in
Miami Beach’s Water Adventures
(dolphin sight-seeing; www.
miamibeachwateradventures.com)
and is the founder of Lionheart
Adventures (which sponsors those
who want to do charitable work
on their vacations; www.lion
heartadventures.com).

He also started Kindheart
Lionheart Media and Publishing
(www. kindheartlionheart.com), a
vast and growing company that
focuses on inspirational books,
movies and music: “‘kindheart’
stands for compassion, ‘lionheart
stands for courage and economic
growth,” he explains.

“I've always been taken in by
motivational and inspirational
stories,” he says. “You look at the
stories of people like Walt Disney,
Steve Jobs and Thomas Edison, and you can't help but be uplifted.
We've published their stories, and spiritual texts like The Prophet,
Conversations with God, The Celestine Prophecy and The Monk Who
Sold His Ferrari. _

“We're big into music as well, being the primary sponsor of the
Portuguese artist Ana Free. She’s a wonderfully popular singer, and
her fan support is growing rapidly, as you can discover on YouTube.”

Leonhardt is also the author (“I'm just now in the middle of re-
writing it to contain a bit more dialog”) of a soon-to-be-published
book of inspiration called Dolphin Smiles: The Legend of Kindheart
Lionheart. “We're working with Darryl Kidder, who used to work
with DreamWorks and was the story board head at Disney, to turi
it into a film.”

There’s also the Entrepreneurship Party (wwuw.entrepreneurship
party.com) , determined to revive the world economy by promoting
the financing of entrepreneurs. There’s no end to what a curious
mind can come up with.

Wine Country Baseball, year two _
Yes, this is another “launch” story. Leonhardt launched his two-

county—both Sonoma and Napa counties have teams—baseball
league in spring 2010 (www.winecountrybaseball.com). “There W&
really nothing out west like the Cape Cod League in New Eng-
land, where you can bring together high school and college kids,
along with those who've played in the bigs and are trying to pla /
their way back. We see ourselves as a developmental league and |

put most of our profits back into the local communities. We'e -
already planning a college-only division for 2012; John Goelz,
head baseball coach at Sonoma State, is already working on that
project. (Leonhardt adds that, rather than going to China—for

about half the cost—he bought all the team uniforms right here
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in Sonoma County.)

Wine Country Baseball is a big deal
here in Wine Country, and it’s also a proud
sponsor of the World Series Champion San
Francisco Giants.

“Wee signed on at the beginning of
the year last year, and they treated us like
royalty. We were there, meeting the players
in the locker room just before the season
opened, pouring our wine and chatting.
The Giants' pitching staff was great in
that, with all the long at-bats, our sign was
up behind home plate for some very long
innings!”

d there’s wine, too!

[n 2000, Leonhardt purchased a small
farmhouse across the road from the Ferrari-
Carano Vineyard on Dry Creek Road, just
before you get to Lake Sonoma. Shortly
after purchasing the old farm, he began
planting what’s now 6.5 acres of vineland
(mostly Zinfandel, with one acre of Petite
Sirah, which fleshes out the wine and adds
a bit of color and spiciness). “We're in the
northeast end of the valley,” he says, “a
place that’s just perfect for Zinfandel. We
have gravelly soils and get long hours of
sunshine, because the fog dissipates hours
earlier than further inland and the eve-
nings are cool. It helps that our vineyard
manager, Ulises Valdez, is so sharp. He’s
the American dream story all by himself: A
native of Michoacdn, Mexico, he won the
‘Farmer of the Year’ award ar the Harvest
Fair a couple of years ago.”

Leonhardt Vineyards 2009 Zinfandel,
Dry Creek Valley Reserve is light raspberry
with subtle hints of black pepper and sage,
a medium body and nice balance. It would
be good alongside a pastrami sandwich
with, of course, a bit of horseradish. The
winemaker is Michael Dashe, who has
Dashe Cellars in Oakland, where the
Leonhardt wines are produced. Leonhardt
is thinking of building a winery facility at
his vineyard, but currently assesses it would
be a tad more capital-intensive than is war-
ranted.

One must also note that Leonhardt—an
inveterate donor to charities like the Dan
Marino Foundation and Artists Against
World Hunger—has even enticed the
ferching actress Nikki Novak (“The Bucket
List,” “Dexter”) to sign on as official win-
ery spokesperson. Is there anything this guy
can't do?

L king forward

As we go to press, Leonhardt says the
Leonhardt Launchpad has six clients “in

the sign-up process. We're just waiting to
resolve one client’s desire to have total access
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to the clean room. We'll work it out.”
And the innovating just won't stop:
Coming soon are ebuycalifornia.com and
ecaliforniastore.com, designed to help Cali-
fornia companies successfully export their
goods, and a smartphone app for students
offering three-minute test prep videos (for
last minute refreshers). He sees his new

CalStockExchange.com as reforming the way

business is done in an elemental way “by
giving everyone, no matter how limited

their means, fair access to being part of the

stock exchange; those who know say that

this reform has the potential of creating 23

million new jobs over the next decade!”

A contributing editor to Quarterly Review
of Wines, Richard Paul Hinkle is the author
of nine wine books, an active business writer
and a huge baseball fan and player. You can
see more of his work at www.RichardPaul-
Hinkle.com.

Please email comments to
editor@northbaybiz.com.
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