










wide pool of applicantswhosefocus is on biomedicalengineering.
“What we’re hereto do is to help put good theoriesinto practice,”
says foundingpresidentDr. Y. King Liu. “Our graduatesare famil
iar with what needsto be doneto producebiomedicalengineering
devicesfrom conceptionto commercialization.Two companies
havealreadyspunoil’ from the university to becomefunctioning
C-corporations.We have the spaceavailable,and it’s good to put
it to use.We believeSantaRosacan becomea world-classbasefor
scientific technology.”

this graft system,which hastreated180,000patientsto-date.

Minnesotaborn
A nativeof Minnesota,Leonhardtheadedfor Florida after finish
ing college (“took me threeschoolsto get through”). “Minneapolis
was a wonderful placeto grow up, but the weather,well, you know.
Pd watched‘Flipper’ when I was a kid, and told my folks that
when I grew up I wasgoing to go live there. So, when I finished
college [with a degreein internationaltrade], I drove my wife and

“We try to spendasmuchtime nurturingthepeopleaswe
—Howard Leonhardt

Adds Dr. Liu, “Mr. Leonhardtwas, for nine years,a member
of the board for UNC, andhe hasmanyyears0f intimateexperi
encein the biomedicalengineeringdevice industry. So our working
togetheris a perfect fit.

“The bottom-lineessenceof the idea is to createlocal jobs and
local revenuesat a facility that’s approvedby the Bureauof Private
Postsecondary& Vocational Education,by the Stateof California,
and by the U.S. Citizenshipand Immigration Servicesto issueSE
VIS 1-20 forms to internationalstudentsto apply for their student
visas.” (Note that UNC isn’t affiliated with either the University of
California or the California StateUniversity systems.)

Prior to hookingup with UNC, while working with Medtronic,
Leonhardtinventedthe TalentTaheri-LeonhardtStentGraft Sys
tem (moreon that later), which is integral in repairinglife-threat
eningaortic aneurysms.Medtronic’s vasculardivision now owns

youngsondown to Miami in a beat-upold hatchbackand, rather
than spending$200 a night for a motel—anduse up our savingsin
threenights—welived out of the car in a campgrounduntil we got
on our feet.”

Leonhardt,who likes to call himselfa “serial entrepreneur,”
mostdefinitely likes to havehis handsin the pie from start to
finish. In the mid-1980s,he foundeda small tradingcompany—
WorldMed—thatworkedwith small producersof cardiovascular
medicaldevices,helping them reachmarketsworldwide. A few
yearslater, he becamedirectly involved in the manufactureand
marketingof new devicesfor treatingcardiovasculardiseases.He
holdsmore than 20 patentsfor his inventions,including cardiovas
cular balloon catheters,heartvalves,electronicpacemakers,aortic
stentgrafts andstemcell treatmentmethodsfor heartfailure.

Oh, lest I forget, there’salso a methodfor convertingstemcells
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CELLULARWORLD
Cellularworldis proudto offer 25+ yearsof experiencein the WirelessIndustry.

We are locally ownedandoperated,with ten convenientlocationsin Sonoma,
Mann and Napacounties.We take greatpride in the top-notchpersonalized
customerservicewe provideto our local communities.We arepleasedto offer
AT&T services for the individual or the businesscustomer.Cellularworld
carries a full line of phonesincluding the newest Blackberriesand smart
phonesto simplify your busy lifestyle.

Your time is very importantto us; let us cometo your businessanddo a freeanalysisof your currentservicesto
seeif we cansaveyou money!

For more information,pleasevisit our websiteat cellularworldinc.comor call our corporateoffice to schedule
an appoffitenentat 877-863-8888.
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do supportingtheir businessmodels.

I). -bbie Yeakev, President



to heart muscle tissue.
“The idea is that you take stem

cells from the thigh muscles 0f
people who’ve had a heart attack”
he explains. “By means of an IS-step
process, you grow strips of muscle
that go over the scar tissue of the
heart and become heart muscle tis
sue- They actually look like tendons
on close examination. This strength
ens the heart.. .and does it without
drugs. That’s the key, because drug
regimes can only sometimes increase
the strength 0f the heart, whereas
this method markedly, usually quite
dramatically, strengthens the heart.
The drugs simply can’t convert scar
tissue to living muscle. And scar
tissue doesn’t pump blood. There’s
simply no comparison at all.”

After a dozen years, World-
Med—started with just two em
ployees—had grown to about 500
employees. At that time, 1998, ii

was merged with another then-small
company called Arterial Vascular
Engineering, Inc. (AVE) of Santa
Rosa. The new company grew to
more than 2,000 employees before
it was acquired by Medtronic in
early 1999—for $4.3 billion. (That
acquisition first brought Leonhardc
to Sonoma County. He fell io love with the place almost instanta
neously, buying a place out near Lake Sonoma a year later.)

Following that sale, L.eonhardt founded, in Florida, Bioheart,
Inc. (you’ll see it sometimes as Biofleart—the connection with
“lion-heart”), which has since become the primary player in apply
ing muscle stem cells to treat advanced heart disease and failure.
Bioheart works closely with the top cardiac centers, from the Mayo
Clinic and Cleveland Clinic to Duke University and Columbia
University. “The company investigates stem cell therapies and
produces a full range of products for treating heart failure,” says
Leonhardt. “We raised more than $100 million from investors,
and a third of that more in grants in a very short time.” Leonhardt
resigned his position as CEO in August 2009, hut remains on
board as chief science and technology officer and as chairman of
the scientific advisory board.

Above his myriad inventions and involvements, Leonhardt
may be best known in medical circles for having been the primary
inventor of the Taheri-Leonhardt (TAI.ENT) steot graft. This
system, which controls nearly three-quarters of the international
market, is now extensively sold by Medtronic. The idea is, it allows
for the repair of thoracic aortic aneurysms without surgery. Truly
revolutionary—and how often do you get to say that without it

being hyperbolic?

So many ventures
Leonhardt’s entrepreneurial side seems exhaustingly, deliriously
delicious, He’s the primary owner of Lucille’s Cafes of America
(American comfort food; www.lucillescafe. corn), and owns half
of that company’s flagship restaurant in Weston, Florida. Artists

Café NYC (www.artistscafenyc.com) is a moving book store, café,
stage, art gallery and independent film house where poets, authors,

musicians and actors can showcase
their art. His Hayley Bear Fine
Wine Brokers (www.hayleybear.
corn) specializes in boutique
Sonoma County wineries. Nicole
Leonhardt Fashions (www.
nicolehleonhardtfashzons. corn) uses

interest in fashion to teach entre
preneurship and empowerment to
women globally.

Leonhardt is a partner in
Miami Beach’s Water Adventures
(dolphin sight-seeing;
rniarnibeachwateradventures. corn)
and is the founder of Lionheart
Adventures (which sponsors those
who want to do charitable work
on their vacations; www.lion
heartadventures. corn).

He also started Kindheart
Lionheart Media and Publishing
(www.kindheartlionheart.com), a

vast and growing company that
focuses on inspirational books,
movies and music: “kindheart’
stands for compassion, ‘lionheart’
stands for courage and economic
growth,” he explains.

“I’ve always been taken in by
motivational and inspirational
stories,” he says. “You look at the
stories of people like Waft Disney,

Steve Jobs and Thomas Edison, and you can’t help but be uplifted.
We’ve published their stories, and spiritual texts like The Prophet.
conversations with God, The e&stine Prophecy and The Monk Who
Sold His Ferrari.

“We’re big into music as well, being the primary sponsor of the
Portuguese artist Ma Free. She’s a wonderfully popular singer, and
her fan support is growing rapidly, as you can discover on YouTube.”

Leonhardt is also the author (“Fm just now in the middle of re
writing it to contain a bit more dialog”) of a soon-to-be-published
book 0f inspiration called Dolphin Smiles: The Legend ofKindheart
Lionheart. “We’re working with Darryl Kidder, who used to work
with DreamWorks and was the story board head at Disney, to turn
it into a film.”

There’s also the Entrepreneurship Party (www.entrepreneurship
party.corn) , determined to revive the world economy by promoting
the financing of entrepreneurs. There’s no end to what a curious
mind can come up with.

Wine Country Baseball, year two
Yes, this is another “launch” story. Leonhardt launched hs two-
county—both Sonoma and Napa counties have teams_baseball
league in spring 2010 (wwwwinecountrybaseball.corn). “Thcre was

really nothing out west like the Cape Cod League in New Eng
land, where you can bring together high school and college kids,

along with those who’ve played in the bigs and are trying to play

their way back. We see ourselves as a developmental league and

put most 0f our profits back into the local communities. ‘&‘e’re

already planning a college-only division for 2012; John Cock, the

head baseball coach at Sonoma State, is already working on that

project. (Leonhardt adds that, rather than going to China.-fot

about half the cost—he bought all the team uniforms tight here

I

1

II
Leont-a-’dt spoke to maragement stuoerits at UQ_A this past March
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ri Sonoma County.) to the clean room. We’ll work it out.” A contributing editor to Quarterly Review

L

Wine Country Baseball is a big deal
herein Wine Country, and it’s also a proud
sponsor of the World Series Champion San
Francisco Giants.

“We signed on at the beginning of
the year last year, and they treated us like
royalty. We were there, meeting the players
in the locker room just before the season
opened, pouring our wine and chatting.
The Giants’ pitching staff was great in
that, with all the long at-bats, our sign was
up behind home plate for some very long
innings!”

And there’s wine, too!
In 2000, Leonhardt purchased a small
farmhouse across the road from the Ferrari
Carano Vineyard on Dry Creek Road, just
before you get to Lake Sonoma. Shortly
after purchasing the 01d farm, he began
panting what’s now 6.5 acres of vineland
(mostly Zinfandel, with one acre of Petite
Sirah, which fleshes out the wine and adds
a bit of color and spiciness) “Q’e’re in the
northeast end of the valley,” he says, “a
place that’s just perfect for Zinfandel. We
have gravelly soils and get long hours 0f
sunshine, because the fog dissipates hours
eadier than further inland and the eve
nings are cool. It helps that our vineyard
manager, Ulises Valdez, is so sharp. He’s
the American dream story all by himself: A
native of Michoacán, Mexico, he won the
‘Farmer of the Year’ award at the Harvest
Fair a couple of years ago.”

Leonhardt Vineyards 2009 Zinfandel,
Div Creek Valley Reierve is light raspberry
‘sith subtle hints of black pepper and sage,
a medium body and nice balance. It would
b good alongside a pastrami sandwich
wah, of course, a bit of horseradish. The
w:nemaker is Michael Dashe, who has
Dashe Cellars in Oakland, where the
Leonhardi wines are produced. Leonhardt
is Winking of building a winery facility at
h15 vineyard, but currently assesses it would
be a tad more capital-intensive than is war
ranted.

One must also note that Leonhardt—an
inveterate donor to charities like the Dan
?‘larino Foundation and Artists Against
‘*brld Hunger—has even enticed the
fetching actress Nikki Novak (“The Bucket
List,” “Dexter”) to sign on as official win
ery spokesperson. Is there anything this guy
can’t do?

linking forward
As we go to press, Leonhardt says the
Leonhardr Launchpad has six clients “in
th sign-up process. We’re just waiting to
resolve one client’s desire to have total access

And the innovating just won’t stop:
Coming soon are ebuycalifornia,com and
ecaliJbrniastore.corn, designed to help Cali
fornia companies successfully export their
goods, and a smartphone app lot students
offering three-minute test prep videos (for
last minute refreshers). He sees his new
C’alStockExchange.com as reforming the way
business is done in an elemental way “by
giving everyone, no matter how limited
their means, fair access to being part 0f the
stock exchange; those who know say that
this reform has the potential of creating 23
million new jobs over the next decade!”S

of Wines, Richard Paul Hinkle is the author
ofnine wine books, an active business writer
and a huge baseballfan and player. You can
see more ofhis work at www.RichardPaul
Hinkle.com.
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